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PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

odors; a very slight change in the soil often makes a great
difference in the quality of one and the same species; we see
this quite clearly in our ordinary strawberry. While the wild
fruit is but small in size, it has a delightful aromatic flavor,
and the same species transplanted into gardens attains much
greater size but possesses only a faint aroma not to be com-
pared with that of the wild variety. The Lombardian violet
is large and beautiful, but the German has a much more pleas-
ant odor. On the other hand, the blossoms of the orange-tree
obtained from the plants cultivated in pots cannot.be compared
with reference to their odor with these growing in the Riviera,
the strip of coast land of the Mediterranean from Marseilles to
Genoa. Altogether the last-named region and the south of
France may be called the true garden of the perfumer; in the
neighborhood of Grasse, Cannes, Nice, Monaco, and some other-
towns, extensive plots of ground are set with aromatic plants
such as orange-trees, Acacia farnesiana, jasmine, violets, etc.,
whose products are elaborated in large, well-appointed chemical
factories' solely devoted to the extraction of their odors. The
proximity of the sea-coast, with its favorable climate almost free
from frost, permits the cultivation of southern plants, while in
the more elevated parts of the country the adjoining Maritime
Alps cause a more changeable climate which adapts them to
certain other sweet-scented plants.
The great value of the annual production of the flower farms
at Grasse, Cannes and Nice is readily appreciated when it is
considered that approximately 3,000,000 kilograms of blooms are
picked yearly. Orange flowers, roses, jasmine, violets, tuberoses
and acacia flowers are among the most important, with orange
flowers easily in the lead. Prices on the flowers and on the per-
fume oils prepared from them fluctuate too wiclely to permit any
approximation of an average value, but under war and imme-
diate post-war conditions the growers were paid many times the
old level of prices, and it is doubtful if the growing demand for